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I am objecting to the application.
The primary ground of this is that it does not correctly balance adaptation and mitigation over
climate change.
As I write this in the middle of COP 27 and with several major reports produced for that meeting it
is clear that the world and the UK are way off target in reducing carbon emissions. A PV farm
clearly addresses the mitigation needed. However, with significant climate change now inevitable,
it is also clear that the world and the UK need to address adaptation as well, and the CCC's
Adaptation Committee has been highly critical of the government in this regard. One key factor in
this is food production and security. Britain will no longer be able to rely on cheap food imports
and will increasingly need to grow its own food. It is for this reason that there is a presumption
against solar farms on ALC 1to3a farmland.
So, for the land covered in this application, would it be better used to harness solar power to grow
crops or to generate electricity?
PV arrays could be mounted on many more places than are currently being used, such as roofs
of industrial buildings, car parks, roadsides and many more homes. The advantage of using
farmland is the convenience of erection etc..
The ALC category of the proposed site is contentious. The applicant has assessed it as largely 3c
and 4 and therefore available for PV development. This clashes with the earlier assessment by
Natural England and its predecessors. The earlier assessments are recognised as not being
definitive as they were not undertaken in great detail. There has also been a shift in policy to not
allow for irrigation (which may be the greatest factor in the shift of category). However, the
applicant's assessment has not be cross-checked by an independent survey. Moreover, for food
security we are going to need to grow at least as much food as we do at present and these fields
are very productive as the soil itself is of good quality, even if the rainfall is relatively low. With
diversification of crops and limited controlled irrigation, these fields could remain in production.


